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development which followed is not to be gain-
said, and if, as some statesmen anticipated,
other leading nations had followed British ex-
ample, and made Free Trade a universal
policy, the industrial record of Great Britain
would undoubtedly have been one of still
ampler prosperity. Be that as it may, the
trade of the country increased at an un-
exampled rate in the years that followed. All
the channels of trade were swept by a fuller
tide, employers and employed alike profited,
wages advanced, living became cheaper, dis-
content disappeared, and there was a general
levelling up of the working classes to a condition
of greater comfort and independence than had
ever before been enjoyed.

The concession that was made to humanity
in 1847 by the passing of the Ten Hours Bill
was another example of a more enlightened
policy. In one of the public squares of Brad-
ford stands a monument to Richard Oastler, the
" Factory King " of that period, whose untiring
labours for the attainment of this measure of
relief have made his name memorable. It took
fourteen years to bring about the emancipation
that Oastler, Lord Shaftesbury, Feilden, and
other noble workers in the good cause fought
for, the measure being bitterly opposed; but
in 1847 Parliament gave effect to the demands
of the philanthropists, and the Ten Hours Bill
became law.

When once there was a free course, however,
and all the forces at command could be brought
into active exercise, the expansion of industry
was enormous. The railway system was ex-